RECONCILIATION OF CLASSIC AND ROMANTIC   21

may be always with us as a kind of spiritual brand upon
our race. The antithesis of Classic and Romantic may
remain ; but it is subject, as all things, to change ; and
change eliminates asperities. Certainly the old polar-
ity that was so acute a hundred years ago, has dis-
appeared ; the old antagonism has ceased to be actual;
and we are in a position to-day to synthesize the
literature and aesthetic thought of the eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries as, I think, never before.
The basis of that synthesis and reconciliation is to be
attained, it seems to me, by a deeper penetration into
the spiritual depths of the great eighteenth century,
from which our conceptions of Classic and Romantic
have sprung. We have to go back behind the sharp
distinctions which the nineteenth century imposed on
the spiritual life of its early years, to understand that,
at bottom, the two opposing forces spring from
a common matrix, from that wonderful conception of
Humanity, which is the most precious of all the
heritages that have come down to us from the eigh-
teenth century. In the last few years, in France, in
Germany, in Sweden,, there has been an intensified
study of that phase which the French call the " Pr^-
romantisme ", and in such study, it seems to me, lies
the surest way to a deeper and truer conception of
the phenomena I have been discussing. I believe
that in. the earnest endeavour to understand and
demonstrate the synthesis of Classic and Romantic,
not in the analytic spirit of the nineteenth century, its
dwelling on antagonisms and conflicts, and marking
off of schools, is the way of progress. After all, literature,
art, is a living, organic thing, a thing of infinite
subtleties ; its phenomena cannot be confined within
watertight compartments; rather are they to be
compared with dissolving views. There are no hard
and fast boundary lines in literary history. Nor is the
individual soul to be dogmatically labelled Classic or
Romantic, or anything else; indeed, most sensitive
souls go through a series of moultings, in which they